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Interest in Faith and Science
Leads Doctor to Divine Light

By Grece Garrison
Religion News Service

BIRMINGHAM—An  Alabama doctor who
wrote a book on faith and science has raised an in-
triguing question: What if light and God are the
same?

“If God is not light, there certainly is a very in-
timate relationship going on,” said T. Lee Bau-
‘mann, author of “God at the Speed of Light.”

Lee’s theory has piqued the interest of more than
afew readers since it was published last year by the
Association for Research and Enlightenment. Bar-
bara Hall, creator and executive producer of the
CBS television series “Joan of Arcadia,” in which
God appears in different human forms to a female
high school student, said she based the premise of
her show partly on Baumann’s theory.

Hall, whose previous credits include “Moonlight
ing,” “Northern Exposure” and “Judging Amy,”
gave her writers a reading list that included Bau-
‘mann’s book.

Baumann's own reading list included books on
quantum physics and Einstein’s theory of relativity
he read while studying to be a physician

“ was a religious skeptic,” said Baumans, 5
graduate of Vanderbilt University and Southern Il
nois University School of Medicine who grew up in
Springfield, TIl. But he said he kept noticing spiritu-
al elements cropping up in scientific concept:

Einstein in his theory of relativity says that time
stops at light speed,” Baumann said. “It's theoret-
ically possible that any light wave can travel the en-
tire universe and no time has elapsed. In a sense
light can be everywhere in the universe at oncy
Any light wave has the capacity and potential of be-
ing everywhere in the universe at once.”

Like God, he said.

If time doesn't exist for light waves, then light
can be in the past, present and future simulta-
neously, another characteristic of God, Baumann
Said, Physicists have also found that the energy po-
tential of light waves is infinite, he said. Some sci

tific experiments provide evidence. that light can
change itself in ways that indicate that light rays
have consciousness, Baumann said. “Light is con-
scious,” he said. “Light alters its hehavior in ways
that cannot otherwise be explained.”

For example, in the so-called quantum eraser ex-

periment, light rays seem to anticipate a beam-
splitting device in ways that defy expected behay-
iors of the light beam. This was demonstrated in
the first “double-slit” experiment in 1803 and ver-
Lﬁed with later experiments on the behavior of light

eams. 5

Nobel Prize-winning physicist Richard Feynman
described it as “a phenomenon which is impossible,
absolutely impossible, to explain in any classical
way.”

Baumann said he and his wife, Brenda, an emer-
gency room physician anda doctor for the athletics
department at the University of Alabama at Bir-
mingham, have often discussed near-death experi-
ences with other doctors, many of whom are athe-
ists.

In near-death experiences, people who are re-
vived recall traveling down a tunnel toward a bright
light, Baumann said. “People who tend to believe in
God recognize the light as God,” Baumann said.
“Christians tend to recognize the light as Jesus.
Atheists tend to recognize the light as a guide.”

Baumann, who is a Methodist, kept notes
through the years on quantim mechanics, the theo-
ry of relativity and near-cath experiences.
ivery time I read a book on physics, I saw these
supernatural elements,” Baumann said. “Twenty
years later, I had a manuscript full of all these refer-
ences basically pointing toward design. By that
time, I was a beiever.”

Baumann doesn't see his theory as conflicting
with traditional views of God. “Every major reli-
gious text in the world describes God in ierms, of
light," he said.

After working as a doctor in Wilkes-Barre and
several other Pennsylvania cities and then as an ad-
ministrator for United Healthcare and Health Part-
ners health maintenance organizations in Birming-
ham, Baumann does medical consulting for health
corporatior

He also has led seminars on his book and spoken
at churches on how science offers insight into faith:
He has even talked about the God-equalslight equa-
tion in Sunday school. “I thought at the time it was
very controversial, but people have been very recep-
tive,” Baumann said.

“I'm probably influencing more: people through
my book than T could have through the medical
field,” he said.





